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Advance of
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paganism
The cxpu!«
»ion of the
Moslems
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ijid Italy
 way for the centralisation which is the particular feature of
the succeeding period.
The advance of Christianity against paganism has already
frequently been mentioned. Not only the Northmen who
settled in Normandy and England had become Christians,
but so too had the Scandinavians in all three kingdoms. The
final introduction of Christianity, against which there had
been several reactions, coincided with the formation of these
national kingdoms, in Denmark in the tenth century, and
in Sweden and Norway at the beginning of the eleventh.
They were all, ecclesiastically, within the province of Bremen,
but they maintained a national aloofness, and some of the
most popular saints, such as King Olaf of Norway who died
in battle against Canute, were really national rather than
Christian heroes. At the middle of the eleventh century the
archbishop of Bremen, Adalbert, was engaged in a strenuous
campaign to make his metropolitan authority more effective.
We have seen that the conquest of the Northern Slavs was
accompanied by missionary work for their conversion, and
that Otto I effected the creation of a new province of Magde-
burg for that area. Bohemia and Poland had been Christian-
ised also, and though Bohemia remained ecclesiastically
within the province oi' Maycnce, Poland had its own arch-
bishop. Finally, Hungary under St. Stephen had become a
Christian country, and it too had its own archbishop.
The victory over paganism was, therefore, almost com-
plete, and the offensive against the Moslems had already
begun. They had been expelled from central Italy and the
south of France in the tenth century, though they still held
Sicily and were not completely dislodged from South Italy.
The Eastern Empire had been engaged in four centuries of
warfare with them, both in the east and in the west; since
the great victory of Leo the Isaurian at the beginning of the
eighth century it had been mainly a question of border
skirmishes with varying results. The recovery of their naval
pre-eminence had improved the Byzantine position, but in
the west the hostility of Latins and Greeks, of Western
and Eastern Christians, delayed the advance. In the first
half of the eleventh century, however, the Moslems were
confined to Sicily, and even there the Byzantines, with

